
Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

I know that I write lengthy newsletter articles but this will be especially long. Please read this 

article in its entirety. 

On Sunday, October 6, I preached a sermon based on Luke 17:1-10. From the first four verses 

of that passage we heard words like “stumble”, “rebuke”, “repent” and “forgive”. When  

organizations, churches, or families experience stress or an imbalance of relationships nearly 

everyone is scandalized in some way and conflict follows. One or a few are blamed for that 

conflict. If the stressed group splits about equally, each side blames the other side for causing 

the division. This division, if not healed quickly, can destroy the larger group. Often, the  

feuding factions will find common ground by blaming someone for being the source of  

everyone’s troubles. That person (who becomes the victim of the group) is then expelled 

(either physically run off or killed) from the group which brings a new sense of peace and  

unity.  One of the ways Jesus, who was the ultimate victim of this process, ushers in the  

Kingdom of God is to show us a new way of being in relationships based on avoiding the  

scandal (“stumble”), speaking with each other (“rebuke” or “warn” or “tell” from different 

English versions), “repenting” when we hurt someone, and always “forgiving”. In Luke 17:3-

4, Jesus pointedly says we “must” forgive. (A study note in one version of the Bible says, 

“Forgiveness is to be readily given and not withheld. In a community that is to have  

restored relationships, grudges are not beneficial.”) 

In my sermon, I talked about the troubles Alexandria UMC went through four to five years 

ago. I do not want to rehash all of the things that may have happened mainly because I do not 

know all of the details and/or I have heard different versions of what happened. Nor do I want 

to assess blame to anyone. When we begin blaming others, we start down that path I described 

above. However, there were many consequences of the troubles and those consequences still 

reverberate in our church. I have a strong revulsion to using the word “sides” to describe the 

ways people were affected by the troubles we had, but I must. I also must remember that there 

are many people who, because of life, work, etc., were not aware that anything was happening 

or chose not to take sides. 

First, people and families on both sides of the issue(s), many of them were/are your friends, 

left our church. We went from an average worship attendance of about 160 per week to about 

120 now. Will they ever return? Some may, but many will not. Please reach out to them to ask 

them to consider returning. 
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 Secondly, one pastor team, Roger and Marnie Parrish-Siggelkow, was removed from a ministry 

here in Alexandria they had high hopes for. After a leave-of-absence and some counseling they 

were appointed to a three-church parish. They have now retired, moved to Duluth, and Roger 

serves Moose Lake UMC as a part-time, retired pastor. I am happy to report that life is good for 

them at this time. 

Third, retired Pastor Roger Parks was asked by Bishop Bruce Ough to not worship here. [Note 

in reference to the first paragraph: two people, one from each side, were expelled.] The reason 

for the banishment was that DS Rev. Mark Miller and Bishop Ough determined (rightly or 

wrongly you may feel, but this is not the point of our discussion) that Rev. Parks’ continuing 

actions undermined the ministry of Rev. Parrish-Siggelkow. Bishop Ough believed that  

banishing Rev. Parks was a better alternative than a clergy trial. 

In 2016, Craig Haberman was appointed to Alexandria UMC to be an interim pastor for one to 

two years. In 2018, I was asked to be your next appointed pastor. After much discussion with 

DS Mark Miller and Craig Haberman about the situation of the church, I accepted knowing full 

well that healing, restoration, and reconciliation still needed to happen. I took a year to get to 

know you and to hear some of your stories and hurts that resulted from the troubles. 

The following is a slim summary of what has happened in the last few months. 

In July of this year, I received an email from Roger Parks stating his intention to come to wor-

ship at the end of the month. I replied that he would be welcomed if he began a process of  

reconciliation with the bishop and others. Roger decided not to come to worship but, as a  

result, he and I, along with the SPRC, DS Mark Miller, and Bishop Ough, began working out a 

way to restore Roger to full worship at AUMC. Roger sent an apology to Bishop Ough who  

accepted it with conditions. After suggesting a modification to the conditions, which Bishop 

Ough accepted, Roger has begun meeting those conditions. 

The purpose of this now lengthy article is to meet the second condition: an apology to the  
congregation in a manner I deem best. (The first condition, an apology to Roger and Marnie, 
has been sent and received.) I believe that Roger offers this in true sincerity and I pray that you 
will accept it in the manner in which Roger intends: the healing of our church. 

To all the members, current and former, of Alexandria UMC: 

While my intention was never to create conflict and unrest in the AUMC congregation, it 

is finally apparent to me that people have been hurt by my actions, including Roger and 

Marnie Parrish-Siggelkow. For that I am deeply sorry. I do apologize for my actions and 

statements that did cause people pain and hurt to people of AUMC. My failure to  

connect positively with Roger is one I deeply regret. I offer no excuses for my behaviors 

and honestly offer my apologies to Bishop Ough, to Roger and Marnie Parrish-

Siggelkow, and to the people of Alexandria UMC who have been upset or harmed by my 

actions. 

Roger A. Parks, D.Min 



Roger, in response to his third condition, is willing to meet with anyone or any group to discuss 

reconciliation and the hopeful future of Alexandria UMC. Unfortunately, with Roger’s travel 

and speaking schedule, those conversations may not happen until Spring of 2020 unless other 

arrangement are made.  In addition, Roger also vows to “carefully limit any participation in 

[any UMC] congregation to activities that are done with the expressed permission and clear 

support of the appointed pastor.” 

I know there will be many questions about what is happening. Some will experience joy if and 

when Roger once again worships with us. Others still have significant reservations. Please 

know that if you have any comments or questions about this, bring them to me. If you or a very 

small group want a mediated conversation, please let me know. I pray that with reconciliation 

(please read Matthew 5:21-26; Luke 17:3-4; Ephesians 2:13-16; Colossians 1:19-23) we will 

grow into the church God calls us to be for Alexandria, Minnesota: growing in love of God and 

neighbor, reaching new people, and working to heal a broken world. 

I pray God’s blessing, healing, strength, love, grace, and forgiveness will fill Alexandria United 

Methodist Church. I pray we can exemplify these traits in our relationships with each other and 

with all people. I pray that God’s Spirit breaks through our hearts to lead us into new, vigorous, 

and joyous life. 

Pastor Gary 
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Pastor Gary—Tue-Friday 

Admin. Assist. Ginger Mayer 

Office is open (9:00-1:00) 

Mon-Tue-Wed-Thurs-Fri 

Brenda—Aug thru July Wed & Thurs-

days (5:30—8:30) July only Wednesdays  

(530-8:30) 

Cheryl—Mon 9am to 5pm 

Wed– 10am –3pm , 4:30pm to 7:30pm 
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Worship Attendance 
           2019                               2018 

Service       1st        2nd     1st     2nd 
Oct  6 50     81         81           63 
Oct 13 45        64        56           70 
Oct 20 47     68                  44             73 
Oct 27 47    72      83           80 
     

In your prayers, please remember 

all in positions of leadership, people 

serving in dangerous and difficult 

settings, returned and returning 

service people and their families, all 

who seek and await peace. 

Publication Date for 

the next Messenger: 

 Articles for the December 

issue need to be in the 

office by NOON on Monday 

Nov 25th 

Reminder that we are following our 
Building Use Policy—the church 
entrance doors will remain locked 
unless there are two people present in 
the building.  Please call ahead before 
you come to church, as there are times 
when we are not in the building, even 
though we are working.  Also, most days 
someone is in the office earlier than 
9:00 a.m. and later than 1:00 p.m. 

Nursery is available on Sunday morning 

during worship services and coffee 

fellowship time.  Nursery is for children 5 

and younger. If you have an older child and 

need a place to go with them during worship 

time, the Youth Room is available. There is a 

speaker in the room to listen to the sermon. 

Toys are available in Cart Two. 



 

NOVEMber 2019 Youth Ministry Newsletter 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays | 7:20—8:00 AM 

November  6 & 20, December 4 & 18, January 15, 

February 5 (9:20-10 AM) & 19, March 4 & 18, April 1 (9:20-10:00)  & 15, May 6 & 20 

Invite a friend (or two)! 

 9th—12th Graders are invited to a Free Breakfast 

It’s Back!!! Stuff  N Things is going to be  meeting the 

first Sunday of  the month starting in November. We 

will be leaving the church promptly at 9:05 to go out 

and eat and will return by 10:15.  The Youth Group 

will pay up to $5 for breakfast per child.  

There will not be Youth Group or Confirmation on November 27th!  

Have a Happy and Safe Thanksgiving!! 

The Family Thanksgiving Potluck will be Wednesday, 

November 20th as well as the Children’s Ministry Pie 

Auction. Bring a dish to pass and help support the 

Children’s Ministry programs. 



Prayer habits that last a lifetime are often formed in childhood. The question 
then becomes why pray? Prayer is more than making requests…sort of treating 
God like a cosmic Santa. Prayer allows us to lay our worries and concerns at His 
feet to free us so we can enjoy the life God has intended for us. Prayer is a way to 
reassure us that we are not alone on this journey. When trouble comes in this 
life, and it will, it is good to know we have someone to turn to. Science has prov-
en that prayer and meditation are healthy for our wellbeing. When I have spoken 
to people who have had a long, faith-filled life, prayer is always at the center. 

First, set aside specific times and make it routine: Meal times and bedtimes are 
good places to begin. 

Know that there is no right or wrong way to pray. Encourage your child to 
speak to God as if he/she were speaking to you. 

Let your child know that there is nothing too big or too small to pray about. 

Anything is OK to talk to God about. Let your child share what is happening 
in their life and what their concerns are. Let them know that God is listening to 
them. 

Let your child see you pray. 

Remind your child that God answers prayers in a variety of ways. Sometimes 
the answer is what we desire; Sometimes the answer is no; and sometimes God 

5:30 

supper - 7:30 3rd - 6th 

Grades 

“Learning to Use My Bible” 

 
 

5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

All Church Family 

Auction Fund-

raiser 

 

Activities 

Rachel Kor - Nov. 10 

  

Audra Bartell 

Denise Dropik 

Tess Evink 

Amy Reike 

Kim Tryggeseth 



November Volunteers 

  Liturgists:   

 Nov  3 &10  8:00    Darlene Lunneman Nov  3 & 10  10:30 Kay Kortlever 

 Nov 17 & 24 8:00  Scott Johnston  Nov  17 & 24   10:30  Marsha Haugen 

Ushers:   

       Nov  3 & 10 8:00 Aaron, Brenda, Davyn, & Zach Thomson 

 Nov 17  & 24 8:00  Pat Vickerman, Scott & Vicki Johnston 

        Nov  3 & 10 10:30  Otto & Phyllis Freier, Rolly & Kay Kortlever 

 Nov  17 & 24 10:30  Jim & Kathy Bridenstine, Greg & Lars Dropik 

 Greeters:   

 Nov 3 8:00 —Pat Vickerman   10:30—Jim & Marge Jensen 

     Nov  10 8:00— Sue Walker    10:30—Rolly & Kay Kortlever 

 Nov  17 8:00— Darlene L, Jessica N   10:30—Kim Tryggeseth & Julie Schmidt 

    Nov  24 8:00— Sue Brede     10:30—Greg & Denise Dropik 

Coffee Servers:                         

    Nov 3 Paul & Kara Gerdes / Brad & Jackie Vogt 

 Nov 10 Steve & Marsha Haugen / Dave & Mel Nomsen   

     Nov 17 Heidi Ryan / John & Ann Heydt 

 Nov 24 Rob & Kim Tryggeseth / Bert & Helen Feda 

Acolytes : 

 Nov    3 8:00  Kolbert Feda    10:30  

 Nov   10 8:00  Abby Evink    10:30  

 Nov   17 8:00      10:30 

 Nov   24 8:00       10:30  

Organists/Pianists:   

 Janet Eisele      

Nursery Workers:   

 Nov 3 Karen Murphy    Nov  10 Grace Evink 

 Nov 17 Karen Murphy    Nov 24 Grace Evink     

  



November 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

1 2 

3 

All Saints  Sunday 

8:00 AM Worship 
service 

9:00 AM  Coffee fel-
lowship 

9.00 AM  Stuff N 
Things 

9:15 AM  Sunday 
school  

(Pre K-6th grade & 
adults) 

10:30 AM Worship 
Service 

6:00 PM SPRC 

4 5 

 

9:30 AM Coffee Group 

9:30  AM Brush & Palette 

2:00 PM Prayer group 

3:00 PM Bible Study 

4:30 PM Book Study 

 

6 

 

5:30 PM Supper & Praise 

3rd-6th Activities 

6:20 PM Youth/Confirmation 

6:30 PM Youth Ministry  

 team meeting 

7 

1:00 Pm Care 
Team 

 

6:30 PM  

Worship Team 

 

8 

 

9 

10 

8:00 AM Worship 

Service 

9:00 AM Coffee fel-
lowship 

9:15 AM  Sunday 
school  

(Pre K-6th grade & 
adults) 

1030 AM  Worship 
service 

11 

 

9:30  Joy  

Circle 

 

12 

9:30 AM Coffee Group 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2:00 PM Prayer group 

3:00 PM Bible Study 

4:30 PM Book Study 

13 

 

5:30 PM Supper  & Praise 

6:20 PM 3rd—6th Activities  

/Youth group 

 

5:30 PM Trustees 

14 

 

6:30 PM Church 
Council 

15 16 

17 

 Communion Sunday 

8:00 AM Worship 

Service 

9:00 AM Coffee Fel-
lowship 

9:15 AM Sunday 
school  

(Pre K-6th grade & 
adults) 

1030 AM Worship  

service 

18 19 

 

9:30  AM Brush & Palette 

2:00  PM Prayer group 

3:00  PM Bible Study 

4:30 PM Book Study 

20 

 

6:20 PM  all church potluck  

family thanksgiving and Pie 
Auction 

21 

 

9:30 AM  Joy 
Circle  

22 

 

2 

 

24 

Reign of Christ Sun-
day 

8:00 AM Worship 

Service 

9:00 AM Coffee fel-
lowship 

9:15 AM  Sunday 
school  

(Pre K-6th grade & 
adults) 

10:30 AM  Worship 
service 

Potluck after 10:30 
Service and Church 
Conference start at 
aprox. 12:30  

2:00 PM  Central Lakes 
Orchestra Concert 

25 

 

26 

 

9:30  AM Brush & Palette 

2:00 PM Prayer group 

3:00 PM Bible Study 

4:30 PM Book Study 

27 

 

No Activities 

 

6:30 PM Worship Service 

28 

THAPPY  

THANKSGIVING 

 

Office Closed 

29 

Office 
Closed 

30 



STORE CARDS: Do you buy grocer ies at Elden's or  Cub?   Do you shop at the “man's 
mall” Fleet Farm?  If you answered yes to any of these questions there is a very easy way to 
donate 5% of the purchase value to your church!  Every $100 card we buy  from each of these 
merchants cost Alex UMC $95.  This means that for every $100 you spend you are donating $5 
to Alex UMC.  This may not seem like very much but many weeks we sell $1000 worth of 
cards which generates $50.  Considering our current financial situation if only 10 families 
would purchase a $100 card next week this would be $50 to go against our indebtedness,. We 
have cards available in denominations of $25, $50 and $100. Thanks to those families already 
participating and let’s get more on the bandwagon.  If you have questions or concerns please 
check with the office or the sellers on Sunday morning. 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE:  September was a month of progress.  We reduced the amount we are 
behind by approximately $7000.  As of September 30 we are $36,291 in arrears – $11,321 in 
apportionments and 24,970 advanced against our $25,000 line of credit.  This amount may 
look daunting but if we can continue to knock it down  several thousand a month we will have 
a much better financial picture by year end.  Thanks to all that have stretched and found that 
extra to give.  Your response is appreciated by your church family. 
 

THANKS:  Wood Fired oven volunteers of September 28! In spite of less than wonderful 
weather and a busy day for all we sold between 60 and 70 pizzas which (after expenses) net-
ted  $954 to the general fund of Alexandria UMC.  This is a great help was we work to de-
crease our deficit.,  Thanks again to all that worked and/or purchased pizzas. 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES: Alexandria UMC offers many opportunities for you to 
serve the church and our community. Please read through the “Ministry Opportunities” booklet 
and fill out the “Serving at Alexandria UMC” form. You may leave the form in the offering 
plate, with Pastor Gary, or at the office. 
 
THIRD QUARTER STATEMENTS: are ready and can be picked up out in the Narthex. 
 
FALL RUMMAGE SALE: The fall rummage sale was a huge success raising $1324 for 
local, national and worldwide missions of United Methodist Women.  Thanks to the entire con-
gregation for donating, working, purchasing and helping with packing up and cleaning up after 
the sale.  We hear from many local folks that they really appreciate being able to shop at our 
fall and spring sales.  Disabled American Vets picked up the items left after the sale ended. 
 
ORGANICS RECYCLING: We are continuing our practice of organic recycling when 
we have meals/potlucks in fellowship hall.  As a reminder, the following 
items: paper napkins, paper towels, coffee grounds and filters, tea bags as well as food scraps 
including meat, should be placed in the organics container located near the door closest to the 
dishwasher. Do not put anything with plastic, waxed paper or foil in that container.   
(Note: The container and compostable bags are stored in the cupboard to the right of the dish-
washer)  Whoever is in the kitchen for clean-up should tie the bag and place it in the outside 
organics container just inside the gate to Butterfly Hill play yard.   
Composting these organics is environmentally friendly and provides a small way for us to be 
responsible stewards of God's good earth. Thank you for your participation. 



1 Gary Pender 

Doug Sherman 

2 Merill Kiehne 

3 Ted Durkee 

Merle Olson 

4 Caleb Galbraith 

Roger Thompson 

5 Tom Kraemer 

6 Dennis Dischler 

Rebecca Hruby 

7 Aaron Bumgarner 

8 Peg Gunderson 

10  Rachel Kor 

11 Olivia Bartell 
 
14  Brandon Cain 
       Keven Jansen 
       Connie Mehesan 
 
 15 LynAnn Feda 
 
18  Judy Florell 
      Rob Tryggeseth 
      Randy Winger      
 
20 Steve Haugen 
 
21 Lexi Dirkes 
 
23 Lars Dropik 
 
28 Noah Dirkes 
      Mitch Loch 
 
29 Sherrie Brink 

NOVEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

FOOD SHELF– During the month of November, the Missions and Social Concerns Team 
will be collecting donations for the Alexandria Outreach Food Shelf. The need is ongoing and 
the number of people being served by Alexandria Outreach Food Shelf  continues to increase. 
Food donations can be placed in the “Food Shelf” basket in the Narthex. If you with to make a 
monetary donation make your check payable to Alexandria UMC and note “FOOD SHELF” in 
the memo section of your check. All donations need to be received by Sunday November 24th.  

The King will say… I was hungry you gave me food… Then they will answer him Lord, when 
was it we saw you hungry and gave you food… And the king will answer them “Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me. Matthew 25:34-40. (paraphrased) Missions and  Social Concerns Team.  

 PUNCH CARDS: Eldens is again running a punch card promotion now through year 
end featuring cookware.  Joy circle will  coordinate receiving punch cards and redeeming for 
cookware to be donated to the Caring and Sharing room to be distributed to those in need.  If 
you shop at Eldens and don’t have a need for the cookware yourself, simply drop your cards 
into the container provided and we will secure the cookware including paying the sales tax on 
each item.  This is a win win situation and we encourage you to participate.  Thanks.  

HEADS UP:  DECEMBER 8TH WILL BE ONE WORSHIP  SERVICE ONLY AT 10:00 
AM WITH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM . SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL BE AT 9 AM AND 
POTLUCK AT 11:15 AM 

UMW: Christmas Luncheon will be Saturday December 7 from 11am to 1pm at Alexandria 
United Methodist Church.  



Serving at Alexandria UMC 

Name:________________________ 

I am willing to serve in the following 
ways  

(Check all that apply) 

Worship     
    

___ Sunday Greeter 

 ___ 8:00 am or ___ 10:30 am 

___ Sunday Usher 

 ___ 8:00 am or ___ 10:30 am 

___ Sunday Liturgist 

 ___ 8:00 am or ___ 10:30 am 

___ Acolyte (for children and youth) 

___ Sunday Communion Team 

___ Hospitality Team 

___ Worship Team 

Education 

___ Children’s Ministry Team 

___ Sunday School Teacher or Aide 

___ Youth Ministry Team 

Congregational Life 

___ Missions and Social Concerns 

___ Care Team 

___ Prayer Team 

___ Funeral Lunch Team 

Other 

___ Wood-Fired Oven Team 

___ Community Fellowship Gardens 

___ Grounds Maintenance 

___ Kitchen Team 

Elected Leadership 

___ Committee on Finance (3-year term) 

___ Board of Trustees (3-year term) 

___ Staff Parish Relations Committee       (3-year 
term) 

___ Nominations & Leadership Development (3-
year term) 

___ Alexandria UMC Council At-Large Member 

___ Lay Leader (one person) 

Ministry Opportunities – Alexandria UMC offers many opportunities for you to serve 
the church and our community. This insert was in the  “Ministry Opportunities” booklet. 
We need volunteers to help keep the church running smoothly.  If you would like a copy 
of the booklet let the office know and we can send you a copy. In the booklet you will 
find more information about the opportunities available.  
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